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CARES Act Assists Alley Theatre with Rehiring Temporarily 
Laid Off Employees 

 

HOUSTON, TX – Last month, the Alley Theatre had to cancel the remainder of its 2019-20 
season due to the ongoing COVID-19 health crisis. The effects of the virus on the Alley’s 
financial stability forced the Alley to temporarily layoff 75% of the staff to mitigate additional 
losses. All temporarily laid off staff members were offered fully paid 100% of their health 
benefits and full deductible through June 30, 2020. 

With the passing of the CARES Act (Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security Act), the 
Alley has secured financial assistance that will help the Theatre continue its operations. Most 
importantly, the Alley is now able to re-hire temporarily laid off employees. The temporarily 
laid off employees will also receive back pay from March 30, 2020, the date they were 
temporarily laid off, to present.  

"We are thrilled that Congress enacted this employment law to help nonprofits and small 
businesses, allowing us bring back our employees and make them whole,” stated Dean 
Gladden, Managing Director. “This is a very difficult time in our country and our hearts go out 
to all those that have lost their jobs at this time. We can’t wait for life to return to normal when 
we’ll welcome everyone back to Houston’s theatre, the Alley Theatre.” 

The Alley has created a $6.5 million Lights Up Campaign to address its lost revenue, sunk 
expenses, and on-going operating costs. The Theatre urges its patrons to consider contributing 
to the Lights Up Campaign or subscribing to the recently announced 2020-21 season to support 
the Theatre’s incredible work on and off the stage. Patrons can donate at 
www.alleytheatre.org/donate or subscribe to the new season at www.alleytheatre.org/season.  



 

ABOUT THE ALLEY THEATRE:   

The Alley Theatre, one of America’s leading nonprofit theatres, is a nationally recognized 
performing arts company led by Artistic Director Rob Melrose and Managing Director Dean R. 
Gladden. The Alley produces up to 16 plays and nearly 500 performances each season, ranging 
from the best current work and re-invigorated classic plays, to new plays by contemporary 
writers. Home to a resident company of actors, the Alley engages theatre artists of every 
discipline – actors, designers, composers, playwrights – who work on individual productions 
throughout each season as visiting artists.  

The Alley’s Hubbard Theatre is a 774-seat state-of-the-art performance venue, matched with 
the 296-seat Neuhaus Theatre. The Company reaches over 200,000 people each year through 
its performance and education programs. Its audience enrichment programs include pre-show 
and post-performance talks, events, and workshops for audience members of all ages. 

  

  

  

 

 

 


